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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF 

9 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


“ WOODMUIR,” 

CLIFTON  ROAD, 

CHESHAM  BOIS. 

i/\th  August,  1939. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  and  pleasure  of  submitting  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of 
Chesham  for  the  year  1938. 

In  this,  my  first  report  as  your  Medical  Officer,  I should  like  to 
express  my  gratitude  for  much  invaluable  assistance  afforded  me  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  H.  Stacey,  and  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  F. 
T.  Moss. 

I should  also,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  like  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  consideration,  tolerance,  and  help  given  to 
me  by  yourselves. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  C.  CUBBINS. 
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A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (acres)  of  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  , ...  3-489 

Population  (census  of  1931)  ...  ...  (before  added  area)  8,809 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  (mid- 1938)  ...  10,410 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (according  to  Rate  Books)  ...  2,980 

Rateable  value  of  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £6^,o/\/\ 

Sum  represented  by  id.  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £^34 

Social  Conditions. 

These  have  been  admirably  and  fully  described  in  the  Annual 
Reports  (1930-35)  of  the  late  Dr.  Long.  Briefly,  he  correctly 

describes  the  area  as  that  of  a small  industrial  town,  neither 
particularly  wealtliy,  nor  particularly  poverty-stricken.  His  reports 
cover  a period  of  national  trade  depression  which  has,  fortunately, 
since  seen  considerable  improvement — an  improvement  also  reflected 
locally.  Unemployment  in  the  town  is  now  comparatively  negligible. 

The  chief  industries  include  the  manufacture  of  boots  and 
shoes,  brushes,  woodenware,  toys,  braces  and  fancy  bags,  cotton  and 
silk  underwear  ; also  printing  works  and  a large  laundry. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  national  vital  statistics  for  1938  show  a rise  in  the  birtli 
rate  and  a lowering  of  the  general  death  rate  and  infantile  mortality 
rate.  These  tendencies  are  reflected  in  the  figures  for  the  County 
and  also  locally,  except  for  the  local  birth  rate,  which  remains  at 
last  year’s  figure. 


Births. 


(a) 


(b) 


e Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

69 

61 

130 

Illegitimate 

2 

I 

3 

Birth  rate  (per  1,000 
tlon) 

resident  popula- 

1938. 

12.7 

*937- 

12.7 

England  and  Wales 

... 

15.1 

14.9 

Total  Urban  (Bucks  County)  ... 

15.9 

'5-5 

11  Births. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

I 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

births 

... 

22.5 

6 


Deaths. 


1938. 

1937- 

Total  Deaths 

lOI 

Death  rate  (per  i,ooo  population) 

97 

11.9 

England  and  Wales 

1 1.6 

12.4 

Total  Urban  (Bucks  County)  ... 

9.5 

10.8 

Rate  per  i ,000 

(a)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Deaths. 

total  births. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

...  — 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

...  — 

— 

(b) 

Deadis  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  — 

— 

— 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

0 

bo 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  1 

ive  birdis 

— 

Infantile  Mortality. 

00 

^937- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

30 

44.4 

England  and  Wales 

53 

58 

Total  Urban  (Bucks  County)  ... 

34.6 

387 

(c) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

15 

(^) 

„ „ Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

0 

(c) 

,,  „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

0 

(f) 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ... 

0 

(g) 

Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Influenza 

2 



Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

2 

I 

Cancer  ... 

4 

1 1 

Diabetes 

I 

Cerebral  Hxmorrhage  ... 

2 

7 

Heart  Disease  ... 

12 

8 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

8 

4 

Bronchitis 

I 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

3 

I 

Other  Respiratory  DLseases 

I 

0 

Peptic  Ulcer 

0 

2 

Appendicitis  ...  

2 

0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

I 

4 

7 


Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 
Congenital  Debility,  etc. 

Suicide  ... 

Other  Violence  ... 

Other  defined  diseases  ... 
Ill-defined  or  not  known 


2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

6 

o 


1 

1 

I 

o 

0 
6 

1 


Totals  ...  50  51 


B.  General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Clinical  Research 
Association  of  London.  The  Council  pays  a fee  for  each 
examination  of  material — chiefly  throat  swabs — sent  away, 
whether  taken  by  the  M.O.H.  or  local  General  Practitioners. 

The  number  of  examinations  during  the  year  was  36. 

The  total  cost  was  £6  14s.  ^c\. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Ambulance  accommodation  for  general  medical  and 
surgical  cases  continues  to  be  provided  by  the  ambulance  under 
the  control  of  the  local  division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade.  To  enable  this  service  to  be  self-supporting,  tliere 
are  charges  made  of  lod.  per  mile,  up  to  60  miles,  and  8d.  per 
mile  over  60  miles.  Accidents  are  moved  free  of  charge. 

The  following  figures,  of  the  cases  removed  annually, 
illustrate  the  extension  of  this  service ; — 


1925 

1930 

1931 

1935 

1938 

128 

176 

264 

380 

408 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 
The  local  District 

Nursing  Association 

continues  to 

provide  the 

town  witli 

an  admirably  efficient 

home  nursing 

and  midwifery  service,  in  the  person  of  Nurse  Peck.  Tliere 
arc  no  other  qualified  midwives  practising  in  the  area. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  County  Clinic  in  Germain  Street  continues  to  provide 
facilities  as  hitherto — i.e..  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  Ortliopa:dic 
Clinics,  Dental  Clinics,  Ophthalmic  Clinics,  and  Tuberculosis 
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Dispensary— all  services,  except  the  first,  controlled  by  the 
County  Council.  The  only  recent  alteration  is  tliat  clinics  for 
the  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids  now  take  place  at  the 
Gerrards  Cross  Hospital  instead  of  at  Germain  Street. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

“ General  ” — the  area  is  amply  supplied  as  hitherto,  i.e.,  by 
the  Chesham  Cottage  Hospital,  within  the  area,  and  by  the 
various  London  hospitals  without,  these  being  easily  accessible. 

“ Infectious  Diseases  ” (otlier  than  smallpox  and  tuber- 
culosis)— the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

“ Tuberculosis  ” — the  Berks  and  Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium. 

C.  Sanit-ary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Water  Supply. 

Apart  from  outlying  areas  (see  below),  this  is  from  the 
Council’s  own  waterworks  ; die  water  coming  from  two  bore- 
holes 250'  and  230'  deep  (lined  190'  and  120'  respectively). 
There  has  been  no  reason  to  suspect  what  should  be  a pure  and 
wholesome  supply.  Two  tests  have  been  taken  throughout 
the  year,  but  I strongly  recommend  that  a sample,  for 
bacteriological  analysis,  be  taken  each  month. 

Extensions  of  die  mains  have  been  laid  in  various  areas 
of  development — Hill  Top  Estates,  Chess  Mount  Estate, 
Eullers  Hill,  Ashridge  Road,  and  Vale  Road. 

In  June  I reported  upon  die  shortage  and  bad  quality  of 
die  water  supply  (chiefly  “ roof  ” supply)  in  the  Bellingdon 
area,  which  comes  within  diat  of  die  Rickmansworth  and 
Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company.  Owing  to  a dispute 
between  this  Company  and  the  Council  upon  the  question  of 
overhead  charges,  diis  area  is  still  widiout  a pure  water  supply. 
The  dispute  was  referred  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his 
adjudication,  but  the  Minister’s  reference  back  to  the  disputants 
has  so  far  resulted  only  in  a lower  offer  on  behalf  of  the  Water 
Company,  which  offer  the  Council  consider  still  unsatisfactory. 
The  matter  is  still  sub  judice. 

There  are  some  other  parts  of  die  district  (e.g.,  Pednor) 
which  also  await  the  settlement  of  this  dispute,  their  supply 
coming  from  shallow  wells — the  potential  danger  of  which  is 
considerable,  in  view  of  the  prevalence  of  cesspools. 

Other  Water  Companies  operating  within  the  area  are  the 
Amersham  and  Beaconsfield  Water  Co.  and  the  Berkhamsted 
Water  Co. 
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In  October,  I,  with  your  Surveyor,  represented  die 
Council  at  a conference  of  Audiorities  who  were  wholly  or 
partly  supplied  by  water  from  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Supply 
Company  and  die  Rickmanswordi  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water 
Company.  This  conference,  which  was  held  at  Wembley,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Wembley  Urban  District  Council,  was 
called  to  discuss  measures  for  die  greater  protection  of  water 
supplies,  and  its  main  result  was  the  formation  of  a small 
Sub-Committee  (of  which  I was  appointed  a member)  to  con- 
tinue its  work.  This  Sub-Committee  has  held  one  meeting, 
which  ended  with  a proposal  to  meet  widi  representatives  of 
the  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company — the  Company  with 
which  the  authorities  concerned  seemed  to  experience  most 
difficulty.  This  proposal  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon. 

(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Dual  System.  Sufficient 
comment  upon  the  “ duality  ” of  this  system  is  supplied  by  the 
statement  that  the  flow  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  varies 
within  about  1,000,000  gallons,  according  to  die  rise  or  fall  of 
the  local  springs ! 

The  mere  fact  diat  the  Sewage  Works  have  so  far  dealt 
with  this  variable  influx  satisfactorily,  is  no  criterion  of  the 
efficiency  of  die  system. 

I strongly  advise  that  the  Council  consider  this  matter  of 
the  efficient  separation  of  the  surface  water  drainage  from  the 
sewers.  (In  this  connection  I am  informed  that  there  is  a 
considerable  number  of  cases  where  roof  drainage,  etc.,  enters 
the  sewer,  mainly  on  properties  where  cesspools  existed  previous 
to  connection  to  die  sewer.) 

Over  one-tenth  of  the  houses  In  the  area  are  drained  by 
cesspools.  Most  of  these  overflow  into  the  surrounding  chalk — 
sufficiently  so  that  most  of  them  never  require  emptying!  — 
and  many  of  die  houses  so  drained  obtain  their  water  supply 
from  shallow  wells. 

In  a fairly  compact  area  like  Chesham  this  Is  an  entirely 
reprehensible  state  of  affairs,  and  its  potentialities  are  analagous 
to  sitting  on  a powder  magazine  I 

I propose  to  submit  a detailed  report  on  this  matter  in  the 
New  Year  (1939). 

Meanwhile,  I submit  that  the  Council  grant  no  further 
permission  for  the  laying  down  of  cesspools  without  a proviso 
that  when  such  permission  is  granted  It  be  conditional  on 
subsequent  connection  to  die  sewer — as  and  when  laid  ; and 
that  this  be  strictly  enforced. 
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(c) 


(^1) 


(f) 

(g) 


(1^) 


(0 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  to  prevent  pollution  has  been  necessary,  and 
one  or  two  complaints  of  smells  from  people  living  adjacent  to 
the  River  Chess,  have,  upon  investigation,  not  resulted  in  the 
finding  of  any  statutory  nuisance. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

No.  of  conversions  from  conseiwancy  systems  to 

W.C.’s  None 

No.  of  closets  remaining  on  conservancy  .systems  ...  39 

Public  Cleansing. 

Cesspool  emptying  is  carried  out,  generally,  by  private 
arrangement  between  the  property  owner  and  the  two  local 
authorities  owning  mechanical  cesspool  emptiers — viz.,  the 
Amersham  R.D.C.  and  the  Beaconsfield  U.D.C. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  methods  of  disposal 
of  refuse — i.e.,  by  “ controlled  tipping.” 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

See  annual  report  of  Sanitary  Inspector,  at  end  of  this 
report. 

Shops  and  Offices. 

Three  shops  in  the  High  Street,  using  insufficient  and 
communal  sanitary  accommodation,  were  reported  upon,  and 
the  matter  is  being  remedied. 

In  connection  with  Section  89,  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  a 
survey  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  of  all  refreshment  houses 
and  licensed  premises  in  tlie  Area  was  undertaken  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  in  April/May.  Only  one  statutory  notice 
had  to  be  served  to  obtain  the  necessary  adjustment  of  the 
several  cases  of  unsatisfactory  accommodation. 


2. 


Camping — Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc. 

I.  No  organised  camping  took  place  in  the  Area  during 
1938. 

I shall  bring  before  the  Council,  In  the  near  future,  the 
question  of  controlling  the  above  types  of  temporary 
accommodation  by  means  of  bye-laws  and  licensing. 
This  would  be  very  advisable  in  view  of  the  condition  of 
some  of  the  colonies  of  temporary  dwellings  within  the 
Area. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 


(j)  Swimming  Batlis  and  Pools. 

There  is  one  public  swimming  badi  owned  by  die  Council 
in  the  Area.  This  is  fed  by  spring  water,  and  is  changed  once 
weekly.  Not  having  yet  inspected  this  bath,  I must  leave  a 
report  upon  it  till  a later  date. 

(k)  Eradication  of  Bed-bugs. 

Disinfestation  for  this  purpose  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  on  behalf  of  the  Council.  A combination  of 
fumigation  by  Sulphur  and  spraying  with  “ Zaldicide  ” is  used. 

No  proceedings  are  taken  to  ensure  that  the  belongings  of 
tenants  about  to  occupy  Council  Houses  are  free  from  these 
pests  ; but  the  education  of  tenants — in  cases  where  disinfesta- 
tion is  carried  out — is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
with  a view  to  the  prevention  of  a recurrence  of  die  trouble. 

Infested  Disinfested 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1 1 1 1 

Other  Houses  ...  ...  ...  3 3 

(l)  Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  the  Schools  is 
as  satisfactory  as  hidierto. 

As  supplementary  action  to  that  of  notification  of 
infectious  diseases  by  the  Medical  Practitioner,  the  Head 
Teachers  of  the  schools  also  notify  me  direct — of  suspected  as 
well  as  diagnosed  cases,  and  of  any  action  taken,  such  as 
exclusion  from  school. 

Housing. 

Housing  Inspection. 

I.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Healdi  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  93 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (i.)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  43 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  45 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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z}.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  tliose 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  or 
formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authori- 
ties or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  p,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  5 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  ...  ...  ...  5 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  8 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

I.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  


2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  of  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit ...  ...  


5 


Nil 
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4-  Housing  Act,  1936.  Par.  IV. — Overcrowding. 


(a) 

I. 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year 

Nil 

2. 

Number  of  families  living  therein  ... 

Nil 

3- 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Nil 

(b) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

Nil 

(c) 

I. 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

Nil 

2. 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

Nil 

(d) 

Particulars  of  cases  where  houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 

have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 

crowding ... 

Nil 

(e) 

Other  particulars  of  overcrowding  desirable  to 

report 

Nil 

E.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

As  you  will  see  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report,  there 
are  10  cow-keepers,  and  20  dairymen,  producing  or  purveymg 
milk  in  the  area,  and  57  visits  have  been  made  to  the  various 
premises. 

From  a personal  Inspection  of  the  dairy-farms  (as  distinct 
from  tlie  dairies),  I am  of  the  opinion  that,  although  one  or 
two  are  almost  ideal  premises,  in  most  of  tliem  there  is  con- 
siderable room  for  improvement  towards  the  standard  necessary 
for  the  production  of  clean  milk.  Some  of  die  premises  suffer 
from  lack  of  an  adequate  water  supply,  and  others  from  lack 
of  adequate  drainage  facilities.  Improvement,  necessitating 
changes  in  old  mediods,  is  proverbially  a slow  process  amongst 
the  farming  community  ; but,  from  experience,  one  is  con- 
vinced of  the  value  of  persuasive  methods  over  statutory  action 
— and  no  such  action  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  has 
been  taken  during  the  year. 

The- quality  of  die  milk — from  a chemical  and  bacteriol- 
ogical standard — is  supervised  by  the  appropriate  department 
of  the  County  Council. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  6 registered  slaughter-houses  in  the  area  and 
I licensed. 

The  latter  is  modern  and  ideal  in  every  way,  but  the 
former  are  nearly  all  very  old  premises,  which,  while  standing 


as  a tribute  to  the  architectural  beauty  and  adaptability  of  past 
generations,  could  hardly  be  more  suitable  for  their  purpose 
than  the  conditions  under  which  one  might  imagine  the 
Israelites  slaughtered  their  sacrificial  lambs!  In  fairness  to  the 
local  butchers,  1 must  give  tliem  the  credit  of  endeavouring  to 
keep  their  working  conditions  as  hygienic  as  possible. 

The  above  is,  of  course,  a mere  reiteration  of  a state  of 
affairs  with  which  the  Council  is  familiar,  as  tlie  late  Dr.  Long 
anti  your  Sanitary  Inspector  have  reported  on  this,  in  con- 
demnatory fashion,  almost  annually  for  the  past  26  years  I 
Lor  a precis  of  the  matter  1 refer  the  Council  to  Dr.  Long’s 
report  of  1912. 

As  more  control  of  these  premises  will  be  a statutory 
obligation,  on  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938,  in  October  next,  I have  reported  in  detail  to  the 
Public  Healdi  Committee,  and  a sub-committee  has  been 
formed  to  consider  the  question — including  the  erection  of  a 
public  abattoir,  and  new  bye-laws.  As  a uniform  standard  of 
bye-laws  throughout  the  County  would  be  advisable,  the 
Council  have  already  asked  the  County  Council  to  call  a 
conference  of  local  authorities  for  this  purpose.  Doubtless  the 
County  Authorities  are  awaiting  the  new  model  bye-laws, 
which  the  Ministry  of  Health  assure  me  they  are  about  to  issue. 


Meat  Inspection. 

From  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  it  will  be  seen  that 
1, 1 16  visits  have  been  made  and  4,000  odd  carcases  examined. 
These  figures  alone  indicate  the  difficulties  attendant  upon  one 
individual  endeavouring  to  maintain  an  adequate  supervision 
upon  frequent  slaughtering  in  a series  of  scattered  slaughter- 
houses. 

Fortunately,  although  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  watch  on 
every  animal  slaughtered,  the  butchers  are  co-operative  in  spirit, 
and  the  vast  majority  of  carcases  are  examined.  Under  the 
circumstances,  it  is  also  fortunate  that  the  quality  of  animals 
killed  IS  of  a high  standard  (Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  of  1934 
says  “ over  90%  arc  maiden  heifers  or  prime  bullocks,  and  there 
IS  no  business  in  rough-class  animals.”). 
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'^Carcases 

Inspected 

and  Condemned. 

Cattle  incl. 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  or 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

• • • 

• • • 

Number  Inspected  ... 

198 

140 

1,182 

2,497 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned ... 

• « • 

• • • 

4 

Carcases  partly  con- 
demned ... 

2 

• • • 

1 (leg-broken 
bone) 

• . • 

% of  number  in- 
spected affected 

with  disease  (ex- 
cept T.B.) 

1%  (one%) 

• • • 

.09% -b 

.16% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned ... 

... 

... 

Carcases  partly  con- 
demned ... 

3 

... 

« • • 

% of  number  in- 
spected affected 

with  Tuberculosis 

1.5% 

• • • 

... 

... 

* Particulars  are  not  available  as  to  the  separation  of  cows  from  cattle, 
so  the  former  are  included  in  the  latter  for  this  year. 

Not  all  the  carcases  killed  have  been  inspected,  but  the  number  that  has  not 
is  very  small. 

(c)  Adulteration  of  Foods. — No  action  taken. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. — Nil. 


F.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other 
Diseases. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 


Disease 

Cases  notified 

Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Nursed 
at  Home 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

- Cl) 

15 

2 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

• • • 

... 

Age  Croups. 


Disease 

Under  1 j'ear 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

8 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

• 

• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Disease 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Over  65 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

2 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

It  will  be  noticed  that  except  for  one  case,  all  the  notifications  of 
infectious  diseases  (excluding  Xuberculosis)  are  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
This  disease  appears  to  be  still  endemic  locally,  though  less  obtrusive  than 
^937’  "'hen  tliere  were  cases.  The  cases  have  occurred  sporadically 
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throughout  die  year,  and  no  definite  outbreak  can  he  said  to  have 
occurred.  The  largest  number  of  notifications  (5)  was  received  in 
November. 

I am  especially  pleased  to  report  diat  no  cases  of  diphtheria  have 
occurred  during  the  last  two  years. 

Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  being  carried  out  at  the 
Germain  Street  Clinic  by  myself  (as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer), 
and  Is  free  of  charge  to  all  local  children. 


Tuberculosis. 


.\ge  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year  ... 

• • • 

• . • 

. • 

. . 

• • • 

1-5  

... 

... 

• ■ • 

... 

... 

5-15  

... 

• • • 

... 

15-25  

. . . 

1 

. . . 

... 

25  - 35  

... 

... 

1 

1 

... 

35  -45  

2 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

45  - 55  

• • • 

... 

• • • 

. . . 

55  - 65  

1 

. • . 

1 

. . . 

... 

... 

Over  65  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

3 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report 

for  Year  Ending  December  31st,  1938 


General  Inspectorial  Work  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  and 
Bye-laws,  Workshops,  Milk  and  Dairies  Act. 


Number  c 

f Visits. 

Dwelling- 

houses. 

Factories. 

Bake- 

houses. 

January 

219 

I 

— 

February 

250 

2 

I 

March 

270 

8 

I 

April 

238 

2 

2 

May  ... 

315 

7 

7 

June  ... 

194 

2 

— 

July  ... 

233 

3 

— 

August 

260 

3 

3 

September 

...  83 

7 

I 

October 

303 

6 

1 1 

November 

233 

3 

2 

December 

210 

7 

I 

Cowsheds, 

Dairies. 

5 

3 

3 

9 

10 

5 


Slaughter- 

houses. 


98 


99 

105 

88 


3 

12 

2 

4 


100 

47 

100 

104 

9' 


Totals  ...  2,808 


51 


29  57  1,116 


The  following  matters 
action ; — 


have  been  attended 


to  without  statutory 


(1)  House  Re-pairs,  General. 

Roofs  repaired  (3  outstanding,  end  of  year) 
Walls,  Ceilings,  Floors  repaired,  cleansed,  etc. 
Cooking  appliances  repaired  or  replaced  ... 
Ventilation  improved 
Eaves,  Guttering  repaired  or  replaced 

(2)  Drainage  Matters. 

Choked  or  defective  drainage  (2  outstandincr) 

W.C.’s  repaired  or  re-built  

Water  fittings  in  W.C.’s  repaired  ... 

New  Sinks  provided 

Overflowing  Ces.spits  emptied  

(3)  Back  Yards. 

Paving  repaired  or  rclaid  

Defective  drainage  repaired 

New  A.shbins  provided 

Accumulations  removed 

Dangerous  outbuildings  repaired  or  removed 


37 

18 

7 
4 
1 1 


39 

13 

22 

4 
9 

16 

8 

9 

3 

5 
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(/ij)  Various. 

Complaints  from  the  keeping  of  animals  ...  ...  ...  5 

All  tlie  above  matters  were  attended  to  after  letters  had  been  sent  to 
the  persons  responsible,  or  after  personal  interviews. 

Statutory  Notices. 

Statutory  Notices  relating  to  the  following  defects  were  served 
during  the  year : — 

Dilapidated  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Overflowing  Cesspits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Refreshment 

House  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

In  the  case  of  overflowing  cesspits,  one  summons  had  to  be  issued  to 
enforce  the  requirements  of  the  notice  being  carried  out.  The  other 
requirements  were  carried  out  after  service  of  the  notices. 

Infectious  Disease. 

This  will  be  dealt  with  by  Dr.  Gubbins,  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Food  Supplies. — Slaughter-houses,  Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
Bakehouses. 


(1)  Slaughter-houses. 

Number  of  slaughter-houses  on  Register  = 7. 

Of  these,  6 are  old  Registered  Slaughter-houses,  and  i is  licensed. 

The  registered  Slaughter-houses  are  very  old,  inefficient,  badly 
lighted,  and  the  approaches  to  same  are  very  bad.  The  Medical  Officer 
will  be  submitting  a full  report  of  the  conditions  to  you  later  on.  The 
Slaughter-houses  are  used  by  9 butchers. 

The  licensed  Slaughter-house  is  a new  and  up-to-date  building.  In 
one  of  the  slaughter-houses  I have  had  to  call  the  attention  of  the  butchers 
to  the  unsatisfactory  way  in  which  the  premises  were  left  after  killing 
operations. 

The  number  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses  is  given  under  the  heading 
of  inspectorial  work,  from  which  you  will  see  that  constant  supervision 
has  been  attempted.  The  times  of  visits  have  been  varied,  between 
8.30  a.m.  and  8 p.m.,  and  on  a few  occasions  on  Saturday  afternoons  and 
evenings. 


Number  of  Carcases  examined  during  the  year. 
Beef 
Mutton 
Pork 

Veal  


198 

1,182 

2,497 

140 


20 


This  does  not  mean  that  all  carcases  have  been  examined.  There 
have  been  a few,  when  it  has  been  impossible  for  me  to  see  tliem,  but  I 
have  no  reason  to  think  that  such  carcases  were  other  than  good. 

All  the  butchers  try  and  co-operate,  and  render  full  information  if 
required. 


The  following  has  been  voluntarily  .surrendered:  — 

Beef  in  lbs.  (approximate)  521 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4^ 

Pork  735 

Colonial  Beef  ...  ...  ...  ...  •.  7^ 

Beef  Offals  (livers,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  258 

Mutton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  II 

Pork  262 

(2)  Bakehouses. 

Number  of  bakehouses  on  register  ...  ...  ...  11 

Of  these,  8 are  used  for  general  trade,  bread  and  confectionery,  2 are 
used  for  confectionery  only,  and  1 is  not  in  use. 

Notices  relating  to  hmewashing  and  cleansing  ...  ...  q 

and  From  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

No.  of  Cow-keepers  on  the  Register  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  Dairymen  and  Milk  Purveyors  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  Dairymen  residing  in  Urban  Area  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  Dairymen,  residing  outside  Urban  Area  ...  4 

Notices  to  cleanse  and  hmewash  Cowsheds  ...  ...  q 


No  Milk  Sampling  has  been  done  by  me,  as  this  is  efficiently  carried 
out  by  the  County  Food  and  Drugs  Department. 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  on  Register. 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Workshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  114 

Two  notices  relating  to  dirty  Sanitary  Conveniences  were  served 
during  the  year. 

1 beg  to  remain,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  STACEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


. >h. 


